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'fheWATCH TOWER

in the church, were they not all of human creation,
within the meaning of this text ~ It was the man Jesus
that did it, and it was men that were sent forth; awl
this is none the less true even though it was done in
obedience to God's command.
34 "'hen the church by a vote makes a rule governing the ecclesia, or by vote elects leaders, is not such
of human creation ~ Vhen the apostles announced a
rule or rules relating to the church, were not these of
human creation '? In support of this conclusion, note
the words written: "Remember them which 11<1'e tl1('
rule oycr you [your leaders, Diaglott] ... Obpy them
that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves:
for they watch for your souls, as they that must give
account, that they may do it with joy, and not with
grief: for that is unprofitable for you.' '-lleb. 13: 7, 17.
33 Peter's
words addressed to the church seem
clearly to mean this: Where the church acts under the
authority of the Scriptures and creates an arrangement for its government or course of action, each
member of the ecclesia should submit to such arrangement and not try to overthrow it. If that which is of
human creation, such as regulations, rules or leaders,
become useless or the leaders become unfaithful, tl1')
church may take action to judge or rule or put out
the unfaithful ones. No individual, however, has authority to take such action. The chief lesson is that it
is the Lord's arrangement or organization and he ha'l
designated the manner in which it shall be governed
and judged.
3" What,
then, did Peter mean when he said,
"whether it be to the king, as supreme"~ CndoubtedIy he referred to Jesus, because Jesus is the King or
Lord to the church, and is supreme over the Clll1re!l
because hc always acts in exact harmony with Jeh!!.
vah, thc Supreme One. But how could it be said that
Jesus thc King is of human crcation, as those word,~
appear in the text'? Thc apostle did not say that Jesus is an ordinance of man. ·When Jesus was on earth
he laid down eertain rules which must be followed by
the church; and these rules, being promulgated by
thc man Christ J rsus, were of human creation. But
evcn that is not ,'II'1t is here meant by Peter's ar~u·
ment. Paraphrased, his words are these: 'POl' the
Lord's sake submit yourselves to every ordinanee
of man [in the chu]'(·h1, for that ordinanee relates tl)
the King, the Christ, thc Head of the church. To b,'
sure you will submit to that, beeause he is the IIpad
of thc church; or whether it relates to the governor"
of the ehurch, who arc sent by the Lord Jesus Christ. '
'l'he apostles "'('re appointed as governors in the
church. (1 Cor. ] 2 : 28) They laid down rules relating
to the church. Whether those rules were dirretly inspired and directed from Jehovah or the Lord Jesus.
or ,,'ere made by the apostles, the members of the
church may not have known; but they were admonished to be submissive thereto for the Lord's sake and
t.o let the Lord determine whether or not the rules
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were right. Not always did the apostles speak by
commandment. Paul said on one occasion: "I speak
this by permission, and not of commandment."1 Cor. 7: 6.
37 The argument of Peter (1 Pet. 2: 13, 14) was for
unity and harmony in the church. In support of this,
note his further words: "Be respectful to all; love
the brotherhood; fear God; honor the King." (1 Pet.
2: 17, Diaglott) It is manifest here, when he commands the church to be respectful to all, to love their
brethren and to fear God, and then speaks of tk~
King, that he docs not mean the kings of earth over
which Satan is the god. To dC'termine to whom he
speaks, it is but necessary to notice the opening words
of the epistle, which he addresses to the new creation.
38 As further proof that Peter's words have reference to the government in the church, and that wlw(j
he speaks with reference to the King he has reference
to Christ, he says: "Or to governors, as sent by him
for the punishment of evil-doers, and the praise of
well-doers_" (Diaglott) Can it be said that Cod has
sent the governors of the various nations to punish
evil-doers in the church and to praise well-doers
therein ~ Whoever heard of the gOn'rnor or rulel' of
any Gentile nation giving' praise to those because of
their full and absolute obedience and faithfulness unto the Lord God and to the Lord Jesus Christ? 'I'he
Lord Jesus Christ did send the apostles as governor'>
in the church; and the apostles, as governors in the
church, did punish n-il-doers. (Acts 5: 1-10; 1 Cor.
5: 1-5) They also gave .praise to those who did well
in the church. (Phil. 1: 3; 2 Cor. !): 1, 2; Col. 4: !),
12, 14) There is therefore no support to the argument.
that the Apostle Peter (1 Pet. 2: 13-17) had any reference whatsoever to the laws or governments of the
Gentile powers.
39 Jehovah conf('l'l'('d all power upon Christ Jesus,
and in turn Jesus Christ delegated to his disciple,{
certain powers in the church. (John 17: 2) After he had
been raised from the dead Jesus said to his faithful
disciples: "Receive ye the holy spirit [power I:
whose soever sins ye remit, th,'Y are remitted unh
them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are l'L'tained." (John 20: 22, 23) 'rhat the apostles had
and exercised such power, note the words of Paul:
,. For though I should boast somewhat more of our
authority [power], which the Lord hath given us for
edification, and not for your destruction, I should not
be ashamed." (2 Cor. 10: 13) "Therefore I write these
things being absent, lest being present I should us'~
sharpness, according to the power which the Lor(]
hath given me to edification, and not to destruction."
-2 COl'. ]3: 10.
40 ".ddressing the Ephesians, Panl wrote: "Vhereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the
grace of God given unto me by the effectual working
of his power. And to make all men see what is the
fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning
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